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Freedom to Build!
Dweller Control of the Housing Process

Turner, John F. C., and Robert Fichter, eds. 
New York: Macmillan, 1972.
Chapter: Housing as a Verb, p.: 148 – 175

Housing by People!
Towards Autonomy in Building 
Environments

Turner, John F. C. New York: Pantheon Books, 
1977.





Criticizing Slum Clearance

Reason of failure:


•  there is no will and commitment
•  often not enough resources
•  not enough flexibility to provide the right kind of shelter
•  do not recognize the social cost of mass housing projects
•  projects do not overlap with priorities of dwellers resulting 

in too expensive units for the intended beneficiaries.

“It is a black jock if we destroy houses !
of slum dwellers in order to house them”





Key concepts of site and services 
policies and projects

•  Site:"
Provision of Plots of 
land (ownership, lease 
tenure)

•  Service:"
Minimum of essential 
infrastructure (water, 
sewage, electricity, 
roads)

•  Formalization of urban 
development: Taking 
out the “squatting” of 
slums





Advantages and challenges "
of site and services

•  People driven
•  Enabler instead provider
•  Partner

•  Location
•  Bureaucratic
•  Delay
•  Standards
•  Cost Recovery
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Proyecto Experimental de Vivienda



Atelier 5

Maki-Kurokawa-Kikutake

Herbert Ohl

Source: Architectural 
Design 4/ 1970, London





Source: ARCH+ Issue 211/212 
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Issue 211/212



Source: ARCH+ 
Issue 211/212



Source: domus.it 













Architecture Without 
Architects
A Short Introduction to!
Non-pedigreed Architecture


Rudofsky, Bernard, 1964.















Life Magazine, Real Estate, 1909,
in Koolhaas, Rem, Delirious New York, 1978



Architect: Le Corbusier 
Project: Domino House, 1914 



Architect: Erik Frieberger
Project: Däckshus, 
Göteborg-Kallebäck, 1960

Source:
google streetview





Architect: SITE, James Wines
Project: Highrise of Homes, 
Travelling exhibition, 1981 - 2005

Source: 
siteenvirodesign.com, 
ARCH+ issue 211/212





Architect: BeL Sozietät für Architektur
Project: Structure and settlers – DIY Multifamily Housing, IBA 
Hamburg, 2013

Source:
bel.cx, ARCH+ 
issue 211/212











Source: bel.cx, Project Neubau, 
Arch. Bienale 2016, Venice







https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9qBbUzfpebNr-cMIW4tQ-Q"



Torre David
Informal vertical communities

Urban-Think-Tank















Architect: Elemental, Alejandro Aravena
Project: Quinta Monroy, 
Iquique, Chile, 2003

Source: 
elementalchile.cl
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