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Food tech – Foodora, Take
Eat Easy, UberEATS Autonomous driving

Concorde
Low cost travel

Providing for free 
mosquito nets to 
pregnant women

What is the value?
Increasing quality, efficiency, combining
a new supply and a new mode of use 
How is it measured?
Productivity growth? Consumer 
surplus? Other indicators relevant for 
specific sectors?
How is this value distributed?
What surplus for consumers, 
producers, society? What is the 
magnitude of creative destruction?
Is it progressive ou disruptive?

Amazon (just as an 
example!)

Outstanding
technology does not 
make an innovation 

but outstanding
business idea does..

Modest and frugal 
innovations can

bring a great social 
value

Not omitting
negative values 

generated by the 
process of creative

destruction

«Most who try this business model will fail
miserably, after burning through

mountains of cash. Some of the copycat
‘Uber for Something’ will revolutionize

industries, but most will close-down and 
become the Uber for Nothing»

What can teach 
innovation 
economics?

4 analytical challenges for this course

• Acceleration of innovation

• Uncertainty in current situation

• «Essential for life»

• Polymorphism of innovation
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Taxi 

Trad taxi

Uber 1

Appli connects supply & 
demand – levers excess
capacity (for privately owned
mid-grained product)
Supply: everybody can
become a taxi driver
(disruption)

Trad industry
No innovation

Autonomous
driving
(self-disruption)10 

years!

Trad taxi

Uber 1

Uber 2

Acceleration

• «C’est une révolte? 

Non Sire c’est une révolution!»

« The decline of innovation across many fields –
with notable exceptions – has set back much of the 
earlier gains in productivity in American history. It 
forced a broad devaluation of business assets, 
including employees. » Phelps

Uncertainty
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Stratégies de Spécialisation Intelligente

Ei in the biomedical industry: evaluation by 
students (2012)

Science, 
research

Innovation in 
the economy
market &        
institution

Effect on wealth, 
health, quality of life

Essential for life! 

Food tech – Foodora, Take
Eat Easy, UberEATS Autonomous driving

Concorde
Low cost travel

Providing for free 
mosquito nets to 
pregnant women

Amazon (just as an 
example!)

Polymorphism
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Stratégies de Spécialisation Intelligente

● Fundamentals (1 to 2)
● Innovation, productivity and prosperity
● Innovation as an economic discovery process

● Micro-economics (3 to 6)
● Emerging trends (7 to 11)
● Global health (12 to 13)

Outline

See the syllabus for more details (calendar, etc..)

Stratégies de Spécialisation Intelligente

Grading

● Final grad – out of 24

● Problems sets (micro-economics)
● problem 1 & problem 2 – out of 6

● Team work
● out of 6

● Final exam 
● out of 12

See the syllabus for more details (calendar, etc..)
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