CS-234
Technologies for societal
self-organization

Week 3
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Why democracy?

The idea of democracy derives its moral strength — and popular appeal — from two key principles:

1. Individual autonomy: The idea that no-one should be subject to rules which have been
imposed by others. People should be able to control their own lives (within reason).

2. Equality: The idea that everyone should have the same opportunity to influence the decisions
that affect people in society.
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Pre-tax national income share: top 1% vs. bottom 50%
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Source: Appendix Table II-81
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