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Remainder : moments of the CB Equation
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THE ASTROPHYSICAL JOURNAL

AN INTERNATIONAL REVIEW OF SPECTROSCOPY AND
ASTRONOMICAL PHYSICS

VOLUME 86 OCTOBER 1937 NUMBER 3

ON THE MASSES OF NEBULAE AND OF
CLUSTERS OF NEBULAE

F. ZWICKY

ABSTRACT

Present estimates of the masses of nebulae are based on observations of the lum:-
nosities and internal rotations of nebulae. It is shown that both these methods are
unreliable; that from the observed luminosities of extragalactic systems only lower
limits for the values of their masses can be obtained (sec. i), and that from internal
rotations alone no determination of the masses of nebulae is possible (sec. ii). The
observed internal motions of nebulae can be understood on the basis of a simple me-
chanical model, some properties of which are discussed. The essential featureis a central
core whose internal viscosity due to the gravitational interactions of its component
masses is so high as to cause it to rotate like a solid body.

In sections iii, iv, and v three new methods for the determination of nebular masses
are discussed, each of which makes use of a different fundamental principle of physics.

Method iii is based on the virial theorem of classical mechanics. The application of

this theorem to the Coma cluster leads to a minimum value M = 4.5X 10°M © for the
average mass of its member nebulae.
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Fritz Zwicky (1898-1974): un personnage
haut en couleurs. Predit les étoiles a neutrons =
en tant que « cadavres » de supernovae :
(auxquelles 1l attribua aussi I’origine des
rayons cosmiques), découvrit la maticre
noire des amas de galaxies et prédit les effets
de mirage gravitationnel par les amas de
galaxies.
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F16. 3.—The Coma cluster of nebulae






We apply this relation to the Coma cluster of nebulae whose radius
is of the order of 2 XX 10° light-years. From the observational data
we do not know directly the velocities v of the individual nebulae
relative to the center of mass of the cluster. Only the velocity com-
ponents v, along the line of sight from the observer are known from
the observed spectra of cluster nebulae. For a velocity distribution
of spherical symmetry, however, we have

7 = 30%. (32)
Therefore
3R%
> T (33)

From the observations of the Coma cluster so far available we have,
approximately,®

.173 = 5 >< 1015cm2 sec 2., ""700 km/S (34)

This average has been calculated as an average of the velocity
squares alone without assigning to them any mass weights, as actual-
ly should be done according to (21). It seems, however, as Sinclair
Smith® has shown for the Virgo cluster, that the velocity dispersion
for bright nebulae is about the same as that for faint nebulae. As-
suming this to be true also for the Coma cluster, it follows that the

8A4p. 7., 83, 499, 1936.
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Combining (33) and (34), we find
M > 9 X 1o%gr. (35)

The Coma cluster contains about one thousand nebulae. The aver-
age mass of one of these nebulae is therefore

M > g X 10% gr = 4.5 X 10° Mg. (36)

Inasmuch as we have introduced at every step of our argument in-
equalities which tend to depress the final value of the mass _#, the
foregoing value (36) should be considered as the lowest estimate for
the average mass of nebulae in the Coma cluster. This result is
somewhat unexpected, in view of the fact that the luminosity of an
average nebula is equal to that of about 8.5 X 107 suns. According
to (36), the conversion factor v from luminosity to mass for nebulae
in the Coma cluster would be of the order

MIL Y = 500, (37)

as compared with about 4’ = 3 for the local Kapteyn stellar system.
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The stability of collisionless
systems

1% part
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Stability of collisionless systems

Playing with N-body models
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Initial conditions for N-body spherical systems

The Jeans equations for spherical systems

or

r

2 (VJ%) + 2éz/a

0
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Plummer model f=—-—0 = 0, #0,0,.=0

Not self-gravitating !




Plummer model
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Plummer model f=—-—0 = 0, #0,0,.=0

Self-gravitating !




Plummer model f=—-—0 = 0, #0,0,.=0
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Plummer model with intermediate anisotropy




Plummer model with intermediate anisotropy 5= —1
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Plummer model with intermediate anisotropy 5= —1
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Plummer model with intermediate anisotropy 5= —1
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Plummer model with intermediate anisotropy (ergodic)




Plummer model with intermediate anisotropy
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Plummer model with intermediate anisotropy
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Plummer model with intermediate anisotropy 8 =0 (ergodic)
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Plummer model with intermediate anisotropy 8 = 0.875




Plummer model with intermediate anisotropy
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Plummer model with intermediate anisotropy

B = 0.875
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Plummer model with intermediate anisotropy 8 = 0.875
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Self-gravitating infinite slab of infinite thickness

Not kinetic energy !
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Self-gravitating infinite slab of finite thickness

Op = Oy > 0,
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Self-gravitating infinite slab of finite thickness

Oy =0, =0
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Warped disks

o,/o, =0.18
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Warped disks

o,/o, =0.21
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Warped disks

o,/o, =0.25
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What is tle origin of the iushabiliby ?
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Thermodynamics second law

If the system is isolated, S increases up to a maximum.
The, DF is then the most probable one, the one that maximizes S.
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